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What are the reasons for the difficulty in
placing pigtails

Overview
RCA identified multiple contributing factors, including unrecognized and novel
radiographic clues, human errors, communication breakdown, device design, and
opportunities for improved systematic procedural approach. Using a structured root
cause analysis (RCA), we examined two cases of retained pigtail catheter obturators
resulting in catheter malfunction and unresolved pneumothorax. Results: We
identified common complications of pigtail catheters from the medical literature, as
well as 28 reports to FDA of. Traditionally large-bore tube thoracostomy has been the
standard of care for treating many acute intrathoracic pathologies. It is
recommended that we discontinue stocking larger sized chest tubes (32Fr, 36Fr) and
Cook 9Fr pneumothorax set with metal trochar/needle. It's a core skill you must
master early in your residency. Correct technique minimizes complications, and
proper post-insertion management ensures clinical success. This guide breaks.
However, in recent years, guidelines and statements from American College of Chest
Physicians (ACCP) and British Thoracic Society (BTS) stress the value of observation,
repeat imaging and prompt follow-up for stable, asymptomatic patients with no
underlying lung disease or trauma.

© 2026 Automation Authority Telecom & Energy Systems - All rights reserved



Page 2/3

Article Content

356 Pigtail Catheter Insertion Error: Root Cause Analysis and ...

A structured review of complications of pigtail catheter insertion revealed
opportunities for improved patient safety. We highlight a preventable error in
insertion of a percutaneous catheter and describe …

Pigtail Insertion | Emergency Physicians Monthly

Remember that pigtails can easily be drawn back but cannot be inserted further in
after the procedure is completed. Anesthetize the skin and deeper tissues with
increasingly larger needles …

Pigtail Catheter Placement | Springer Nature Link

As the guide wire is withdrawn, the pigtail will curl against the chest wall and be
parallel with the lung. Pigtail catheters are more malleable than large-bore chest
tubes and, therefore, allow for more …

Chest tube insertion – Pigtail | Department of Emergency Medicine ...

Adults: Trauma carts should be stocked with 28Fr, 24Fr, 20Fr standard chest tubes
and 14Fr pigtail catheter kits. It is recommended that we discontinue stocking larger
sized chest tubes (32Fr, 36Fr) …

Pigtail catheter for pleural drainage: Tips to minimize ...

However, the advent of less invasive small-bore chest tubes, also known as pigtail
catheters, has gradually led to a paradigm shift. Pigtails provide a less invasive and
often better …

Pigtail Catheter Insertion Error: Root Cause Analysis and ...

Using a structured root cause analysis (RCA), we examined two cases of retained
pigtail catheter obturators resulting in catheter malfunction and unresolved
pneumothorax.

Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy Catheter …

Moreover, malpositioned pigtail catheters are a notable cause of delayed care,
increased cost, and frustration for patients and providers. Careful technique and
understanding of the nuances …

Pigtail Drainage Catheter Insertion & Management: A Step-by-Step …

Correct technique minimizes complications, and proper post-insertion management
ensures clinical success. This guide breaks down the process of Pigtail Drainage
Catheter Insertion …
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.automationauthoritysolar.co.za
Email: info@automationauthoritysolar.co.za
Phone: +27 82 547 3961
Address: 15 Quantum Street, Technopark, Centurion, 0157, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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